By Orr Kelly
WWashington Star Staff Writer
Thres former officials of
2 inspzcior general’s of-
i the Central Intelli-
s2ace Agency told a Senate

maitl goening project opac-
ated by the agency ijor
raors than 20 years was
ciearly illegal. :

.I.h-*j also said the mail
opening opzration produced
itttle inteliigence of usz to
the aooncy although ‘the
FB: hich received the

‘rake II‘O"'I the oopr'mon
Tovnd it vseful,

Thomas r\o,.na;hy; lor-

- merly a memeer-of th2 in-
specior gznsral’s stafi, said
Le reported on the opera-
tion in 1351 and found that it
had no bepelit o the agen-
cy’s Russian section. He
said he: recommended. that
the-op2ration ‘be reviewzad
and trai a cover story a°
devised in case it shouid &

Xpos2d.

In responsz 0 qx.%un" ,
he said ii was cbvious,thera
was a ssarious guestion ,"
the l2gality of the-nroject.

TH0 OTHZ RS — Gordon

Stewar-. lorr"ve. inspector
general, and Join Gleanon,
who was on Stewart’s staff
— said they madea a similar

check in 1359. Gleanon szid .

he was '‘quite surprised’’ to
find - such an endeavor
going on. ¢ :

He sand he dié not even
mention the illegality of the
co2ralicn because he “aj-
>umed ‘evaryona knew it
was illegal.”

Stewart, too, said flatly,
“Everyone knew it was jlle-
gal.” -
Stewart was asked why
hez had not taken the ques-
tion of the legality of the
mail opening to Lawrence
Houston, Tthen general
counsel of the CIA.

*I didn’t think it was that
tricky,”” he said. .

Despite the negative re-
ports from. the. mspector
general’s office, the .mail
openinz . continued for
several more yaars :

As early 25.1962, officials
of th2 agency were worried

today that a.

about what mng it happen if
the nail npzration were ex-,
posed. i

A memo (o the director of |
the oifice of security, datad
Feb. 1, 1962, said a **
will put us ‘ont of business’
immediately and may aive
rise o grave
criminal misuse of tae
mails by government agen-
cies.”

“SINCE NO GOCD pur-
pose can bz served by an
official admission of .the
violat:on. and existino

federal statutes cluda i

ine concociion of “‘v }wmﬁ
excuse for the violation, it |
must be recogaized that no
cover siory -is available to
any covernment agency,’
the memo said.

If the operation should be
expased, the memo recom-
mended that it *'might be-
come naceessary, after the
matter has codied off dur-
ing an extended period of
investigation, .to find a
scapsgoat to blame for
J'xauc\ora?cu tamparing
, ﬁh.h te mails.” :

Sen. Frank -Church, D-
Idaho, - chairman of ihe
intelligence committee,
made public copies of two
fetters written by him to
persons in Lh> Soviet Union
m 1971 followinz a visit
there by him and ¥ his fami-
ly. A staif aide said the lat-
ters had been intercepied
by the CIA.

The committee also made
available 1 Dec. 120 137
memo lightening up proce-
dures for handlin g mail of:
officials of the 70»ernm9’~t 1
that might be intercepted.

WHILE THE MEMO said
that no higa ranking offi- |
cials of the government!
were to be placad on the list |
of those whose mail was <o
be intercepted, the memo
also set up special proce-
dures for hasndling such
mail if CIA analysis came
across it in the course of
their work. The memo
implied that a fairly sub-
stantial volume of such
mail would be handled as-
"'sy >cial-category items.”
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L IT 830 - million worth of gold
coubinans from a sunken

Sparnish galleen lay on the.

ocean floor oif Sania
Catalina, it’s still there —
Howard Hugh2s” myst ery
ship Cvo*mr Explorer did
not snaten in, Californin
o:l_.ciala say.
‘the Glomar, owned — at
least on tax rccord> — by
Hughes but reportedly
operated by the CIA, con-
ucted secret tesis' in the
‘same area where the galle-
on reportedly went down
ncdr!j 400 years ago. -
Exclusive rights to
sedrch the area near
Fourth of July Cove have
been leaszd to Chuck Xen-
wortny, president of the Los
An"F"r“a hased - ﬂur—\\t COI‘D
who charged that Hu:vnes
deep-sea sal vage ve»e)
mizht have gob biad up the

lnoxd treasvre during thosa
exercises in August

Biti \ortnrup executive

officer of the state Lands -

Commissicn, said yester-

day that an mc.mr_/ into

Kcm‘onnv; charges con-

cluded there was RO reason

to believe the Glomar had

Deew mvo,wd with  tha
easurs.
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